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ACTION SS-25 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSO-OO NSCE-00 /026W 
051549 

0 102050Z MAY 76 ZFF-4 
FM AMEMBASSY AMMAN 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 7863 

SECRET AMMAN 2520 
EXDIS 

E.O. 11652 GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, MASS, IO, SA, US, UR 
SUBJECT: JORDAN AIR DEFEHSE 

REF: STATE 112806 

1 RIFAI WAS IN TOUCH WITH ME AT 2300 LOCAL. AFTER I WELCOMED 
HIM BACK FROM SYRIA, HE PRESSED ME ON WHAT NEWS I HAD ON THE 
AIR DRFENSE PROBLEM. 

2. I TOLD HIM, AS INSTRUCTED, THAT THERE WAS LITTLE I COULD 
TELL HIM. WE UNDERSTOOD THE SAUDIS WERE PREPARING A LETTER TO 
SEND TO JORDAN AND THAT WE PREFERRED SAUDIS CONVEY THEIR OWN 
POSITION, BUT LETTER WOULD APPARENTLY NOT CHANGE THE POSITION 
WHICH THEY HAD ALREADY GIVEN TO JORDAN. 

3. HE ASKED IF THEIR WAS ANYTING MORE THAT I COULD TELL HIM 
ABOUT OUR CONVERSATIONS. I SAID THAT THERE WAS VERY LITTLE - 
WE HAD, I THOUGHT, DONE ALL THAT WE COULD. 

4. HE THEN SAID THAT "HIS MAJESTY HAS ORDERED ME TO TELL YOU 
THAT TOMORROW MORNING WE WILL BE IN TOUCH WITH THE RUSSIAN 
AMBASSADOR TO FOLLOW UP WITH HIM." I THEN REPLIED THAT IF IT 

HAD COME TO IRREVOCABLE DECISION, WE BELIEVED HIS MAJESTY WOULD 
HAVE TO MAKE DECISION ON BASIS THAT JORDAN’S INTERESTS 
MUST BE IN HIS HANDS. 

5. RIFAI SAID THAT HIS MAJESTY WILL PROBABLY WANT TO SEND 
SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 02 AMMAN 02520 102146Z 

A MESSAGE TO SECRETATY KISSINGER THANKING HIM FOR ALL HE HAS 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


TRIED TO DO. EVEN THOUGH, HE ADDED, SECRETARY HAS NOT SUCCEEDED, 
WE APPRECIATE WHAT HE HAS ATTEMPTED TO DO. 

6. I TOLD RIFAI I WOULD BE READY AT ANY TIME TO PASS ON ANY 
MESSAGE THAT HE OR THE KING WOULD LIKE TO SEND TO THE SECRETARY. 

7. IN THE COURSE OF OUR CONVERSATION, I ASKED RIFAI IF THEY 
HAD BEEN IN TOUCH WITH SAUD BIN FEISAL, SAUDI FOREIGN MINISTER, 

WHO WAS REPORTED IN DAMASCUS YESTERDAY. RIFAI SAID NO THAT 
THEY HAD NOT, THAT SAUD BIN FEISAL HAD BEEN THERE FOR SHORT 
TIME ONLY, AND FOR OTHER REASONS. WHEN TALK TURNED TO THE 
POSSIBILITY OF SYRIAN - EGYPTIAN RAPPROCHMENT, RIFAI SAID 
THOSE TWO WILL NEVER GET TOGETHER. 

8. RIFAI ALSO NOTED THAT SAUDI AMBASSADOR IN AMMAN HAD INDICATED 
THAT A LETTER WOULD BE COMING FROM FAHD FOR THE KING (APPARENTLY 
NOT YET RECEIVED HERE), BUT SAUDIS APPARENTLY HAD NOT EXACTLY 
PREFIGURED A NEGATIVE REPLY ON THE PART OF HIS GOVERNMENT, 

(AT LEAST) ACCORDING TO WHAT RIFAI HAD TO SAY TO ME. 

PICKERING 
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